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Vacant old hospital building in Leederville enlivened
as creative studio space

(From left) Sean Morris and Kyle Hughes-Odgers are among the 25 artists and creatives leasing a studio space at The Ward. Photo: Eva
Fernandez

Built in 1913 originally as a maternity hospital, ‘The Ward’ in Leederville, has been revitalised
as a studio complex for visual artists and creatives, through a joint venture between
Artsource and Spacemarket.
The Ward houses 21 studio spaces for visual artists working alongside other creative service
peers; such as illustrators, video producers and 3D animators, allowing for collaborations and
shared creative emphasis.
Artsource’s guiding mandate is to empower visual artists to build sustainable careers, and it
sees having a studio space as the key platform for artists to develop their practice.
Artsource Manager of Studios and Residencies, Loretta Martella said that affordable studio
space for artists can be extremely hard to come by, and even rarer; is acquiring a working
space close to the city centre.
“Artsource is thrilled to have taken on the head lease for this inner city studio space. What
this means for this talented group of artists is a chance to further develop their skills and

ideas in a convenient, central location without the hefty rental rates usually experience in the
Perth metro area,” she explained.
While Artsource only holds the lease on The Ward for 13 months from Realmark Property
Group, it is imagined that this venture will serve as a favourable model for future studio
complexes.
“The Ward is the first commercial building
Artsource has attained as a studio complex,
and we hope this can be the first of many
more inner city studio locations,’’ Martella
continued.
The Ward is a welcome addition to
Artsource’s well-established Studios
Program, which includes a stable of over 80
studios, spread across 8 buildings in the
Perth metro area. The other studio locations
include Fremantle, Midland, East Perth,
Kelmscott, Belmont and White Gum Valley.

Artist Rina Franz working in her studio at The Ward in Leederville.
Photo: Eva Fernandez

Inaugural tenants at The Ward are: Linus
Andersson, Tarsh Bates, Claire Bushby, Jo
Darbyshire, Giovanni Di Dio, James Foley,
Rina Franz, Ruth Halbert, Kyle HughesOdgers, Tessa McOnie, Elisa Markes-Young,
Sean Morris, Carley Ternes, Deborah Oakley,
Kimberley Pace, Perdita Phillips, Josephine
Pittman, Aaron Welch, Christopher Young,
Alucinor Productions, Inkubator and The
Duck House Theatre.
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About Artsource
Artsource is Western Australia’s peak representative body for visual artists. A not-for-profit
organisation in operation since 1986, Artsource works to expand and improve the
sustainability and profile of artists through practical services and support. For more
information, please visit www.artsource.net.au
About Artsource Studios Program
Artsource is committed to providing affordable studio spaces to artists and see this as a
fundamental way to develop visual artists and their practices in Western Australia. Artsource
sublease these spaces to artists, keeping the rent low, offering secure tenure of up to 5
years and managing the day-to-day operations of the head leases.

